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Easter 
of Samog 


by Charity Schellenberg with 
Donna Entz 


“Not to us, O Lord, not to us but to 


your name be the glory because of 
your faithfulness.” 


Gourd rattles, djembe drums and the 
balaphone instantly brought these words 


Playing the balaphone and drums. 


of Psalm 115 alive as the Samogho 
Christians led in traditional African 
antiphonal-style singing. People gathered 
around the makeshift outdoor meeting 
place near the village center of 
Samoghohiri were enjoying the familiar 
music, yet curious as to the new words of 
praise to God. 

This day marked the inauguration of 
the first Samogho church, the 


Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission Intl., Inc. 


Onite Hist 
GOS EN COLLE GE, Gosh IN 


MESSEN GER 


2000 


Samoghohiri Evangelical Mennonite 
Church. Four Samogho Christians became 
the charter members. 

It was Easter morning—the first in the 
new millennium. The Christians, gathered 
to celebrate the first Samogho Christian 
initiation rites of baptism, were aware of 
the special significance of this day. In the 
village at large, it was the regular, weekly 
market day. 


“May the favor of the Lord our 
God rest upon us; 
and prosper for us the work 
of our hands.” 


continued on page 2 
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Singing continued with Psalm 90. 
Donna Entz, church planter among the 
Samogho people, whispered, “When we’ve 
been discouraged with the work, I’ve read 
these verses and cried over them. They 
chose the right Psalm.” 

Following the singing, Paul Solomiac, 
head of the Samogho Bible translation 
project, presented the Easter message in 
Samogho based on the Passover theme 
with reading of Scriptures from the offi- 
cial completed Samogho translations. 

Baptism has been called an initiation 
ceremony because that is the contextual 
word used in translating the word baptism. 
To ask a Samogho man if he has gone 
through the traditional initiation rites, you 
ask, “Has your face been washed yet?” 
Those who have not done so are not 
respected by the villagers. In the initiation 
rite for Samogho women, older women 
wash the girls to ceremonially move them 
from childhood to womanhood preparing 
them for marriage. To be baptized is the 
rite symbolizing entering the Kingdom of 
God by “washing your face into God’s 
road.” This radical, but contextualized act 
is related to new understanding. 

After the service in the village, people 
proceeded to the river outside the village. 
Fifty to sixty people watched from perch- 
es on the steep river bank, taking in this 
historic occasion. Thirteen years ago the 
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AIMM church planting/linguistic team 
consisting of two families, Loren and 
Donna Entz and Paul and Martine 
Solomiac, began an incarnational ministry 
approach among this unreached, Muslim 
people group in southwest Burkina Faso. 
Years of language and cultural learning, 
linguistic analysis, relationship building, 
translation and presenting to the elders on 
audio cassettes selected passages in 
Samogho from the Old and New 
Testaments are making inroads into a 
first-ever understanding of the Gospel 
message. 

Although the missionaries’ hope was 
that there would be elders among the first 
Christians before a church was formed, 
they sense tremendous encouragement in 
the response to the Biblical teaching. 
These leaders of Samoghohiri, who repre- 
sent and guard the hearts of their people, 
have acknowledged that the Word is truth 
and have given their blessing to the estab- 
lishment of the church and to any who 
want to walk on the Jesus path. They have 
sanctioned the ongoing study groups. 
They, themselves, want to keep listening 
to and discussing the message that the 
missionaries present to them each Friday 
morning before the elders go to the 
mosque to pray. 

In the context of this communal 
approach to discipleship, the first four 
individuals seeking baptism spoke with 
confidence giving touching testimonies in 
their own language. Traoré Fati, wife of 
Samogho Bible translator Ali, was the 
first to be baptized. She spoke with great 
joy about her relationship to God. Traoré 


Brushing the head with a twig and throwing 
the twig away to symbolize release from 
slavery to Satan. 


People gathering in outdoor meeting place—Samoghohiri. 


Kari, a high school student, spoke of free- 
dom. Traoré Fabe, another Samogho Bible 
translator, expressed clearly his under- 
standing of faith as a process, like being 
on a road. “It’s like the road from 
Samoghohiri to Diere,”’ he explained. 
“You don’t know until you’ve walked it 
what it’s like. You have to get on the road 
first.” 

Tears of conviction brimmed in the 
eyes of Traoré Ali as he explained the 
ancient Samogho custom that held new 
significance for him and the other three 
believers. “In our Samogho way, if some- 
thing brings a lot of trials to someone, and 
that person finds a way through those tri- 
als, there is a symbolic way of saying the 
person’s hands and feet are no longer in 
those trials. It is done by brushing the 
head with a twig and then throwing the 
twig away. I brush my head three times 
with this twig today to show that I was in 
slavery to Satan but Jesus saved me from 
it. My hands are no longer in slavery and 
my feet are no longer in it. Now I throw 
this twig into the water. As the water takes 
the twig away from me, I ask that the 
things of this world also get away from me 
in the same way. I remain with the things 
of God alone.” They chose this Samogho 
ritual to symbolize the change in their 
lives. 

Traoré Siaka, regional pastor for the 
Evangelical Mennonite Church of 
Burkina Faso (EEMBF) officiated at the 
baptism. He asked 4 people to assist him. 


To complete the rite of baptism, another 
contextual Samogho element was incor- 
porated into this precedent-setting 
Christian initiation. Traditionally, when 
Samogho initiates have concluded their 
training in the bush, they return to the vil- 
lage followed by the elders, singing and 
celebrating their new position of manhood 
and full responsibility in society. In the 
same way, Christians followed the four 
Samogho believers who had become 
members in the first Samogho Church, the 
several kilometers back to the village, 
singing songs of worship and commit- 
ment. 

“There is a river whose streams make 
glad the city of God” they sang in tradi- 
tional music the Samogho translation of 
Psalm 46:2-4. Passers-by, on their way to 
market couldn’t help but dance a few steps 
in the pure joy of the music and in recog- 
nition of the celebration. These were truly 
moments of profound blessing. 

The waters of baptism have a new sig- 
nificance to us all, and especially to the 
Samoghos for whom it was a first bap- 
tism. To God be the glory! E 


Our Fourteen Years in South Africa 


by Gary & Jean Isaac 


—O, Sunday afternoon, October 5, 1986, 
we landed at the tiny Umtata airport 
poised on the vast Transkeian grassland, 
and were greeted by our future colleagues. 
We had arrived, although, alas, our ten 
pieces of luggage had not. We left the air- 
port with one bag and our hand luggage, 
scrunched in the little yellow Golf that 
still shuttles us from place to place. Our 
life in the Transkei had begun! 

Over the years some things about life 
and ministry remain virtually unchanged 
whereas others have changed dramatically. 

Considerable change came with the 
first democratic elections of 1994, greatly 
relieving the political tensions of the 
apartheid era. Transkei was once again 
recognized as an integral part of South 
Africa. From being the pariah of the 
world, South Africa has symbolized what 
is possible when warring parties sit 
together in serious negotiation. However, 
the heady days of freedom have given way 
to the somber political and social realities 
gripping the country. Crime and violence 
have escalated. A recent report from the 
MTN Centre for Crime Prevention 
Studies at Rhodes University shows SA 
having nine times the average internation- 
al murder rate and is rated the second 
most dangerous country in the world after 
Colombia. The alleviation of poverty as a 
primary cause for the levels of crime and 
violence remains the greatest challenge 
for the government. The HIV/AIDS epi- 


Break time at first branch (Katkop 1989) 
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Conference group at Umtata 1989 


demic with the rate of new infections 
ranked highest in the world is a major 
threat not only to the lives of those infect- 
ed but also to the national economy. 
Already the health system is overloaded 
with AIDS sufferers. 

Our sons were 10 and 8 when we 
arrived, and “matriculated” from Umtata 
High School in due course. In 1995 they 
parted from us to begin their college 
courses in USA, reinstating our couple 
status. 

We worked alongside Larry Hills our 
first three years, then alone for ten. We 
greatly rejoiced when Brian Dyck and 
Lynell Bergen came to join us last year 
and to continue the program after 
we leave. 

Fourteen years ago this min- 
istry consisted of holding quarter- 
ly weekend Bible-teaching con- 
ferences for leaders of African- 
instituted churches at an Umtata 
conference center, and taking part 
in church services of participat- 
ing church leaders on other week- 
ends. We also spent considerable 
time studying the Xhosa lan- 
guage. 

In 1989 we added the first 
branch to our program, taking our 
teaching to a bishop’s homestead 
a two-hour drive from Umtata. In 
the next ten years we opened five 
more centers, all about two hours 


from Umtata. Of these seven, five contin- 
ue. We go to these centers the first three 
quarters of the year, and the fourth every- 
one is expected to attend the Umtata gath- 
ering. The Umtata seminar, now in its 19th 
year, began in 1982 with AIMMers Jim 
Egli and Larry Hills. The others opened in 
1992, 1993, 1998 and 1999. The program 
has been named the Bethany Bible 
School. To date we have no site, no resi- 
dential center; we rent another church’s 
center or use a participating bishop’s facil- 
ities. This could change: our leaders are 
negotiating for a site and desire to estab- 
lish some sort of center. 

Our list of participants has length- 
ened—from the 85 we started with in 
1987 to today’s register of 800. In 1999, 
175 of these studied with us. Some of the 
800 are new this year; others are charter 
members of the program. Some come for 
only a year or two; others show whole- 
hearted support and long-term, on-going 
ownership of the program. 

Over the years our teaching topics have 
included Bible book studies, issues related 
to church leadership, and contemporary 
matters of interest. This year’s teaching is 
on the “Christian year” in response to 
leaders’ requests. 

These fourteen years have been both 
challenging and enriching, years— 

* Of getting to know the leaders of 

many African-initiated churches of 

this region, and learning to appreciate 


* Of reading the Bible 
together with our sisters 

| and brothers and sharing 
how we understand the 
passages to impact our 
lives; 

¢ Of seeking God’s guid- 
ance together through the 
difficulties and dilemmas 


¢ Of contemplating culture: what is 
empowering and just, and what is 
oppressive and insidious; 

¢ Of feeling inadequate for the enor- 
mous task but undergirded by God’s 
power. 


As our part in this ministry draws to a 


close in September, we echo—and para- 
phrase—the apostle’s words from 
Philippians 1:3-6 in respect of all those 
who have supported us with prayers, 
encouragement and gifts: 


of life and ministry, with 
patience and prayer; 

* Of feeling our church 
friends’ love and support 


when we felt threatened 
or uncertain, and the 
strength of their prayers 
when we were in need; 

¢ Of seeing modeled for 
us the African—and the 
biblical—emphasis on the group more 
than the individual; 

* Of gaining sensitivity to people’s 


Jean teaching at Umtata 


their wisdom and their gifts; 
¢ Of trying to conceptualize and inter- 
nalize life and ministry from our 


We thank God every time we remem- 
ber you. In all our prayers for all of 
you, we always pray with joy because 
of your partnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now, being confident 
of this, that he who began a good 
work in each of us will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ 


church leaders’ perspectives; plight economically, socially, spiritually; Jesus. & 


LEONA ENNS ENTZ (1917. 2000) 


by a tertsche a ,,rr—~—sesr—“i‘COCSCOd”SCC 
ee, AS Was her life-long custom, Leona was on her way to church on Sunday morning, April 9. She was alone 
for she had laid her husband of more than 50 years to rest less than a year before. She had almost reached 
| her destination, the Grace Community Church of Newton, Kansas, when she was involved in a tragic col- 
lision with another vehicle. Rushed to the hospital, she breathed her last that same afternoon. 
All who had come to know her in her various missionary settings in the Congo came not only to respect 
her but to love her as well. 
_ Upon making a personal commitment of faith and service to the Lord in her teen years, she sought a 
way to prepare herself for whatever the Lord’s will for her life might be. After a year of study at Tabor 
College (°38-'39), she enrolled in a nurses training program at the Bethel Deaconess Hospital in Newton 
where she graduated with her degree i in 1942. After working for three years in the community, she sensed 
See the Lord’s call to missionary service and enrolled i in what was then known as the Grace Bible Institute of 
2 Omaha, Nebraska. A year later Sam Entz, a young man from her home church (First Mennonite Church 
fame of Newton), joined her at ee ee in 1948, Leona served as school nurse during Sam’s final 
m= year of study. 
ee Commissioned for missionary service in Oupber 1949, thee set sail = ae the following month. 
puting t hele five terms a service, they lived and served on four of the eight AIMM stations in Congo: Mutena, Banga, Nyanga and 
Kalonda. In every setting, Leona ministered to both the physical and spiritual needs of the Africans around her. In the simply- 
equipped dispensaries of the Mission, she supervised the diagnosis of illnesses, the distribution of medications, the dressing of 
wounds and the cleansing of tropical ulcers. At Kalonda she had the oversight of a central mission pharmacy which provided basic 
supplies for a network of bush dispensaries. 
But everywhere she served, her first love was the mission maternity wards. She lavished her loving care upon African women dur- 
ing labor and tenderly laid countless newborn babes into the arms of their waiting mothers. Africans quickly sensed her spirit and her 
genuine concern for them and, i in turn, honored her with a special name, ie. Mama Mukuatshishi, a term which in their language 
meant Mama Helper. 

When in 1975, after five terms f service, ane and her Kucband left Cones for the last time, countless African women expressed 
their sorrow for they knew they were not only losing a missionary nurse who had served among them with devotion, but they were 
also bidding farewell to a sister and a friend, someone they had named Mama Mukuatshishi, someone they had come to respect and 
love. 

Back in North America Leona continued active in ministry in the local church, did short-term mission assignments and discipled 
individuals. Her love for the Lord and dedication to serving him knew no geographical limits and many were blessed through her life. 


By Steve Nelson 


B reakfast was finished and everyone 
had on their best shirt or dress. At 8:30 
a.m. the mercury was already attempting 
to squeeze the life out of 85°F on its way 
up and typical for Congo in January, the 
humidity was trying to be its twin. Playing 
together in the atmosphere was plenty of 
excitement and a little nervousness (due 
to our transportation not yet arriving) for 
the beginning of a great day of celebra- 
tion. 

The day was January 30, 2000, the last 
Sunday for the AIMM work team (12 men 
and 2 women) to be in Congo. The cele- 
bration and the excitement came from 
having just witnessed the great hand of 
God do the impossible before our eyes. 
Adding to the excitement was the slowly 
emerging self-realization that God had 
used each of us as instruments in the cul- 
mination of a long-awaited dream, the 
prayers and many times nearly lost hope 
of the past 16 years. 

We finally arrived at the newly-roofed 
Sanga Mamba Mennonite Church by 
9:30 a.m. A ribbon stretched across the 
entrance and a crowd milled around in the 
hot sun, dressed like Easter and excitedly 
greeted each other with hugs, handshakes 
and smiles wide enough to step through. 
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Congolese and North American workers hoisting a 900 Ib. truss while con- 
structing Sanga Mamba Church roof. 


The ribbon-cutting ceremony lasted 
until 10:30, with announcements, prayers, 
a choral number, leadership and congre- 
gational oral commitment to serve and be 
good stewards of this gift from God and 
finally the cutting of the ribbon and prayer 
of dedication. With singing and percus- 
sion we filed into the large sanctuary to 
find seats and await the beginning of the 
main service. 

By this time 85°F had already been 
enjoyed and forgotten. 95°F was coming 
toward us with its faithful friend humidity. 
Fortunately, though we had seen the pro- 
gram the night before thus we were able to 
take it as it came. None of us were very 
experienced at 6% hour services with 
seven messages, eleven choirs, a 
40-minute offering as well as congrega- 


Steve Nelson 
speaking at 
dedication 
service. 


tional singing and announcements. By 
4:10 p.m. the open air and sunshine never 
felt so good. But wait, it wasn’t over yet. 
Someone had purchased enough young ~ 
fruit trees to line both sides of the church 
symbolizing the continuation of this 
church growing and producing fruit. So 
began the planting ceremony and naming 
of each tree after the church leaders and 
work team members as each one was 
planted. Then came refreshments of | 
peanuts, fresh bread, and cokes with an 
early wrap up of the services by 5:15 p.m. 
Exhausting but joyous, oh, what a day! 
Why all the fuss? This Mennonite con- 
gregation had been planted on the side of 
the steep hill on the poverty-stricken far 
outskirts of the city of Kinshasa. The con- 
gregation grew and the cinder block walls 
were built little by little. Palm branches 
were tied over a platform of bamboo poles 
to provide shade for the meetings Sunday 
after Sunday. For 16 years they have 
prayed for God to provide a permanent 
roof. Many times in the past decade 
AIMM had investigated and even attempt- 
ed to send a work team. That is a part of 
why 1,247 people (official count by ush- 
ers) packed into the church to celebrate 
this event. We marveled as we remem- 
bered how at the beginning it looked and 
seemed so impossible. The structure was 
large—wide, long and the walls high. 
Transportation was unreliable. Lumber 
and roof panels had been arranged for and 
purchased in advance. The possibility of 
getting more on short notice if we ran 
short was improbable. There were no lad- 
ders, no scaffolding, no crane to lift the 
trusses, no electricity. Without 4WD, 
vehicles could only get within /% mile of 


the building far below on a steep slope. 
We were too far from our lodging to 
return for lunch and no place near to buy 
lunch or drinking water. It was time for 
the rains to start again at the hottest time 
of the season. It seemed impossible and 
yet so much had been invested by this 
point getting people and materials to the 
site. We could only pray and start. After 
that it changed to work and watch God! 
Truly God provided the impossible and 
after 8 working days (having expected to 
use 11 days), we sat in the church building 
on January 30 watching and participating 


Left: Church roof project com- 
pleted. 


Below: Work team from North 
America. Seated: Curt Friesen; 
Front/Center row from left to 
right: Wilmer Sprunger, Henry 
Goertz, Dennis Miller, Joanne 
Hice, Judy Good, Steve Nelson, 
Carmen Good; Back row from 
left to right: Arnold Harder, 
Ron Litwiller, Andy Nickel, 
David Harder, Dennis Hice, 
David Rocke. 


in a grand celebration. The elation we felt 
was not what we had done but what it 
feels like to truly be an instrument in 
God’s hand as he orchestrated a miracle. 
There are at least 14 of us who know that 
what happened under those circumstances 
was not humanly possible and we saw 
God at work. 

Many of you gave to the fruition of this 
project and are giving for the other projects 
coming up. You too are a part of this work 
team and I’m convinced that only in heav- 
en will we realize the full impact of what 
has been given. Be encouraged. God bless. 


‘by Leona Schrag 


(1914. 1999) 


erm mission nee figured as a major activity in the life of Arlo and his wife Leontina after 
ok early retirement in 1961. In this capacity they became part of the AIMM family. 
Arlo ; grew up on a farm in Lee County, lowa. He worked at various jobs before joining with his 
brothers in a Rock Quarry business partnership near Denmark, Iowa, in 1946. He worked in the 
usiness until 1961. Arlo died on September 16, 1999, at Fort Madison, Iowa. 

_ Congo/Zaire became the destination for three short-term mission assignments with AIMM 
| between 1966 and 1971. The Raids lived at Tshikapa, Kalonda, Kananga, Mukedi, Kinshasa and 
| Kamayala. Arlo worked on many and varied building projects: houses, maternity clinic, dorm for 

missionary children, churches, schools, hospitals, a water reservoir and maintenance. The Raids 
mobility and flexibility resulted in their being a blessing to many people. 

Arlo and Leontina expressed their motivation in service as: “We are trying to make our retire- 
ment from business a time of service in the Lord’s work to missionaries, to building and mainte- 
nance work, to help in race relations and in times of disaster. We are thankful to God in opening 
the way for us to work and serve in this way.” Numerous others in multiple locations thanked 
God, too, for their loving service in this way. 


Mama Khelendende Lwadi Leonie: 
A Pastor-Father’s Gift to the Lord 


By Jim Bertsche 


O, a spring Congo morning in 1963 at 
the AIMM station of Kandala, there was a 
buzz of activity as a school year was draw- 
ing to a close. Exams were being written, 
programs were being rehearsed. Those 
anticipating graduation were scurrying 
about preparing special outfits. Amidst all 
of the hubbub, Pastor Khelendende Pierre, 
one of the two lead pastors of the station 
church, knocked at the front door of a mis- 
sionary home. 

Beside Pastor Pierre, that morning, 
stood a girl. Her skin shone reflecting the 
morning scrubbing she’d just given herself. 
Her hair was done in little pigtails. She 
wore a freshly-ironed, brightly-colored cot- 
ton print dress. In the presence of the mis- 
sionary, she was a bit shy and mostly 
looked down at the floor of the porch. 

Pastor Pierre explained his mission. His 
comments were: “For years my wife and I 
have prayed asking the Lord for a son 


because we wanted to give him back to the 
Lord and to our church that we love and 
serve. But God has not seen fit to answer 
our prayer. Instead he has given us two 
daughters.” Reaching out an affectionate 
hand to her shoulder, he explained, “This is 
Léonie. She is finishing our grade school 
here on our station. She is a good student 
and has always been obedient toward us, 
her parents. I am here to give her into your 
hands. We want her to pursue her studies 
further. Since God has not seen fit to give 
us a son, we want to give our daughter 
Léonie as a gift to the Lord. As her parents, 
we want to see if God can use her in some 
way.” 

Thus was begun the pilgrimage of a girl 
who was to become a trail blazer among the 
Congolese Mennonite women of her era. A 
simple listing of some of her experiences 
and accomplishments are: 

—1963: She enrolled in a special girl’s 
school at Mukedi Station. 

—1964: The Mulele rebellion exploded 
across the region; she and other girls had to 
make their way alone on foot across rebel- 
controlled territory back to their parental 
homes. 

—1965: Her pastor father somehow 
managed to get her out of the rebel area to 
the AIMM Station Nyanga where she was 
enrolled in a two-year preparatory course 
for entrance into a teacher training school. 

—1967: Upon graduation, she was one 
of a small hand-picked group of girls cho- 
sen to enter what had, until then, been an 
all-male teacher training program. A four- 
year course, studies were demanding and 
the large male majority in the school did 
not hide their mix of amusement and dis- 
dain at the presumption of girls invading 
their domain. 

—1971: Léonie became the first girl to 
graduate from this four-year program. 
Having her teaching credentials, she was 
sent back to her home area to teach in the 
Kandala primary school. 

—1972: She met and married Lwadi 
Madi, a young man from her region. 

—1980: She was granted a scholarship 
by her church leadership to a Pastor’s 
Institute in Kinshasa with her husband. It 
was again a four-year program that had tra- 


ditionally been for male students. The 
mother of four children, Léonie carried 
household and mothering responsibilities 
in addition to a rigorous study load. 
—1984: Léonie finished her studies with 
excellent grades and was granted her diplo- 
ma ... the first woman to graduate from the 
pastoral training program of that institute. 
—Upon graduation, she was quickly 
pressed into service. She became an 
instructor in a women’s section of that 
school, serving for 15 years. Later she was 
voted the national president of the women’s 
organization of her church. In this capacity 


on various occasions she represented her — 


Congolese sisters at international gather- 
ings. Wherever she went, her poise and 
humility attracted attention and engendered 
respect. 

—But probably her greatest joy came 
when she worked with her pastor husband 
Lwadi in a new church plant effort in 
Kinshasa at a place called Tshiangu. 

—1999: On Christmas day, as they were 
making their way to lead a special celebra- 
tion of the Lord’s birth at Tshiangu, she 
suddenly collapsed. Léonie experienced yet 
one more “promotion,” this time into the 
presence of the Lord whom she loved and 
so devotedly served. 

The Lord did indeed have something in 
mind for the shy school girl daughter that 
Pastor Pierre one morning, years earlier, 
placed in the Lord’s hands! What a mar- 
velous gift she proved to be! 

The Women’s Auxiliary of Africa Inter- 
Mennonite Mission has established a 
memorial fund for Mama Khelendende 
Léonie to purchase office furniture for the 
Women’s Department of the Mennonite 
Church of Congo. Designated donations 
can be sent to Africa Inter-Mennonite 
Mission, 59466 County Road 113, Elkhart, 
IN 46517-3644 or Box 1268, Steinbach, 
MB ROA 2A0. 


In Pursuit of a Monkey 


by Bill Frisbie 


A Wolof proverb says, “little by little you 
catch the monkey in the forest.” Perhaps it 
is a bit unfeeling to refer to reaching a peo- 
ple group with the Love of God as analo- 
gous to “catching a monkey,” but the 
proverb really points to patience and perse- 
verance as a virtue. We, the field team in 
Senegal are taking our assignment accord- 
ingly. Step by step we are following the 
leading of the Holy Spirit as we move 
through the initial phases of this safari. 

During our entry into the country we 
lived in Dakar and began language study. 
Rick and Adela Bergen guided us through 
those first months. Adela had spent the bet- 
ter part of two years preparing for this crit- 
ical role and words cannot express how 
thankful we are for her assistance. We then 
moved inland while the Bergens remain in 
Dakar. We are now in the process of estab- 
lishing residence in our new neighborhoods 
in a town north of Dakar. 

This city is home to several nationally 
known, highly respected families, and is 
steeped in a mystic branch of Islam. It also 
has a reputation as one of the areas in the 
country more resistant to change. There are 
many powers that have been established 


here for centuries before we came. Our — 


families along with one known Wolof live 
here as the sole followers of Jesus. 

We are establishing our households in 
four different neighborhoods. We are get- 


The Senegal Team 


Our prayer continues to be that our 
neighbors will discover that we are people, 
with struggles and quirks, who have a loving 
relationship with God through Jesus. 


ting to know our neighbors and they are 
getting to know us. We are freely open 
about being disciples of Jesus. Our prayer 
continues to be that our neighbors will dis- 
cover that we are people, with struggles and 
quirks, who have a loving relationship with 
God through Jesus. We pray they see that 
this relationship with Jesus makes all the 
difference in our humanity! 

During this phase we are also focusing 
our energies on learning language and cul- 
ture. While one may learn the mechanics of 
a language, it becomes organic as we learn 
it in context with the culture. 

While we have studied much about the 
culture, cultural mistakes still seem so easy 
to make at this stage. Each of us on the 
team could tell a tale of how out of igno- 
rance we discovered a new aspect of the 
culture and how painful it can be when we 
have worked so hard trying to avoid such 
things. 

As we seek command of the language, 
we grope for the correct new words and 
seek to put them together in phrases, rolling 
them off our 
tongues in hope 
of achieving clear 
communication. 
As I explained to 
| my wife about a 
recent inquiry I 
had made, “I just 
kept mispro- 
nouncing words 
until they finally 
understood me.” 
It is a joy to hear 
the children on 
the team putting 
together Wolof 
words and learn- 
ing to talk with 
their new friends. 


We are learning to wait on the Lord’s 
timing in terms of “doing.” We are not yet 
at a point of starting programs or doing 
intentional outreach. Coming from a cul- 
ture where we have measured our accom- 
plishments by how much we have “done,” it 
is a stretch to just “be.” Yet it is in this phase 
where we have become aware that our sim- 
ply “being” here is “doing” a lot! We are 
aware of just how earthen we are and yet 
how mightily God’s power flows through 
us, allowing us to take no glory for our- 
selves. Our neighbors are watching us, and 
the way we as a team relate to each other, 
we pray and trust they are seeing Jesus. 

We can testify of opportunities to pray 
with a neighbor for physical healing, or 
share food with hungry boys receiving 
Islamic instruction and sent to beg in order 
to learn humility. We can tell the story of 
the little girl, who though struck by a car 
that part of our team was riding in, and 
appeared dead on the way to the hospital, 
was sent home within an hour and to this 
day still works and plays with all the enthu- 
siasm of the other children in her village. 
What can we say but God acted as we 
prayed. So in this time while we don’t have 
the language skills to speak to our neigh- 
bors about God, we can spend time talking 
with God about our neighbors. 

Little by little we are navigating through 
the underbrush of culture and language. 
The forest is large, with a lion on the prowl. 
Each of us is on occasion slowed by the 
effects of cultural stress and if we were 
chasing a monkey in our own patience, 
strength and ingenuity, I have some doubt 
as to the truth of the Wolof proverb. 
However, we are putting our faith in the 
Holy Spirit’s leading and power, knowing 
He wishes more than we, to accomplish the 
task and to provide true freedom. 


Making 


a Difference, 
Dealing with 


AIDS 


by Bryan Born 


A young 26-year old mother with her 
one-year-old child had found her way into 
the Old Naledi walk-in clinic in 
Gaborone. Having suffered with skin 
rashes and oral sores, now her child was 
also afflicted with oral sores. The attend- 
ing nurse quickly recognized these and 
other classic signs of AIDS in both moth- 
er and child. The question of course is 
what could be done to help her? 

Although the original intention of send- 
ing AIMM missionaries to Botswana was 
to teach Bible and to disciple leaders of 
African Initiated Churches, it has become 
glaringly obvious that we must also con- 
front the HIV/AIDS juggernaut that has 
already begun to devastate this country. 
With an estimated 33% of the population 
aged 15-49 believed to be HIV positive, 
Botswana is facing a major catastrophe full 
in the face. In 1998 our Mennonite 
Ministries team (AIMM and MCC person- 
nel) identified AIDS as one of our three 
major foci for our ministry efforts. We 
highlight three ways in which we are trying 
to make a difference as we deal with the 
reality of AIDS. 


Laura Bertsche — Francistown 

Laura has been working primarily in the 
area of health education for Batswana 
youth. While there are thousands of babies 
born with the HIV virus each year, they 
rarely live past the age of 2 or 3. Many 
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Children—the hope for Botswana's future 


young people become sexually active in 
their mid-teens thus youth aged 5 to 14 
remain one of the least infected groups in 
the country. 

My passion has been to do what I can 
to help the uninfected youth avoid infec- 
tion in the future. I have been involved in 
a variety of different teaching settings, 
both in and out of the classroom. The task, 
at times, is overwhelming. Youth are noto- 
rious for believing themselves to be invin- 
cible; living for the moment is their focus. 
Many youth tell me that they have almost 
no role models of abstinence before mar- 
riage or faithfulness within marriage, and 
often they really do not believe those two 
things are even humanly possible! Yet, I 
firmly believe that abstinence and faith- 
fulness are the only messages that offer 
any real safety to the children of 
Botswana. 

Unfortunately, information on HIV/ 
AIDS does not necessarily translate into 
changed behavior. Lectures on the scary 
facts about AIDS are only somewhat 
effective; therefore I have chosen to focus 
on the areas of character development and 
decision making skills. We consider ques- 
tions such as “who are you?” and “what 
do you want for your life?” We discuss 
reproductive health, and sexually trans- 
mitted diseases so youth can make 
informed decisions. I want them to know 
that human beings are more than a pack- 
age of physical urges. As I meet with these 
young people, I am always free to discuss 
spiritual issues, even in the public schools. 


Suzanne Lovett — MCC volunteer in 
Francistown 

Suzanne arrived in Francistown at the 
beginning of 2000 to serve as a parish 
nurse with the Spiritual Healing Church 
(the second largest African Initiated 
Church in Botswana). Already a commit- 
tee has been formed to provide leadership 
for the church as it seeks to respond to the 
AIDS crisis. 

The first thing we have done has been 
to identify areas where we can immediate- 
ly begin developing our ministry goals as 
a church. Youth work, counseling, home- 
based care, and discipleship input at the 
church’s ladies meeting are being empha- 
sized. Youth are being empowered to make 
informed choices and to develop self- 
awareness skills while both counselor 
training and actual counseling have 
already begun. In the near future we hope 
to train more people who can go into 
homes and minister to physical, emotion- 
al and spiritual needs. 

We were quite excited when the project 
in Francistown was presented recently to 
the wider church leadership and a number 
of pastors asked for members from the 
committee to meet with their congrega- 
tions. We are hoping that the Francistown 
project will become a role model and will 
be adopted in other parts of the country. 


Rudy Dirks — Tshepong Counseling 
Network — Gaborone 

Rudy, along with his wife Sharon, have 
been actively involved in promoting the 
formation of an inter-denominational 


HIV/AIDS counseling network in 
Gaborone. The incident related in the 
introduction to this article arises out of 
the initial efforts to get the Tshepong 
Counseling Network off the ground 
(“Tshepong” means “place of hope” in 
Setswana). 

I met that young mother and child with 
AIDS symptoms later that day while 
supervising one of our volunteer trainees. 
In this situation, the mother had come in 
from a remote village in the Kgalagadi 
district to receive treatment for her child. 
She had both a limited as well as inaccu- 


Youth—the most "at risk" group in Botswana 


rate understanding of 
HIV/AIDS. As we spoke she 
seemed to make the connection 
that the father of her child may have 
infected her. She did not seem to under- 
stand that she had most likely inadvertent- 
ly passed on the virus to her child, nor did 
she seem to fully grasp the gravity of her 
situation. The counselor did as much as 
possible to help her understand the issues, 
but the brief session, and the reality of her 
imminent return to the village left us with 
a sense of frustration in the face of the 
complexities of trying to help a person 
affected by HIV/AIDS. 

It is precisely because of such sit- 
uations that we have been involved 
with helping to initiate and orga- 
nize a joint effort of Gaborone 
churches to address the HIV/AIDS 
crisis. A whole variety of churches 
(Pentecostal, mainline, evangelical, 
and African initiated) are working 
together to train 25 of their mem- 
bers. Once the training is complet- 
ed in September, many of these 
Christians will be placed as volun- 
teers in some of the 16 city council 
clinics. 

Besides making a difference in 
the lives of those impacted by 
HIV/AIDS, we are also encouraged 
by the unique partnership which 
has brought our AIC brothers and 
sisters into a cooperative relation- 
ship with other churches, where in 
the past this has most often not 
been the case. 


Making a Difference Right 
Now and for Eternity 

Often we wonder if any of our 
efforts are making a difference. As 


Left: Graduation—AIDS counselors receiving 
certificates at graduation 


Below: Discussion group—Counselors 
discuss during training 


we daily hear of more deaths, it’s easy to 
become discouraged but there are times 
when we can clearly see God’s Spirit at 
work through our efforts. Because of 
exchanges like the following one from 
Laura Bertsche’s experience, we keep 
pressing on. 

“Some people have told me I’m wast- 
ing my time, but I hold within my heart 
the faces of the young people who have 
told me _ differently. I remember 
Chandapiwa, a girl of 15, who looked me 
straight in the eyes and said, with a great 
confidence in her voice, Mrs. Bertsche, 
you don’t have to ‘hope’ you are making a 
difference, I tell you, you are!! I know 
several young people in Botswana today 
who are choosing abstinence before mar- 
riage, who are making wise and healthy 
choices. In them lies the future of this 
country.” 


Prayer items: 

—The thousands of people who are 
suffering from AIDS in Botswana, that 
Christ’s love and hope may reach them 
and their families 

—The uninfected youth of Botswana— 
that they will commit their lives to Jesus 
and follow the path of abstinence 

—Wisdom and perseverance for 
Suzanne and the Spiritual Healing church 
committee as they seek to minister to 
those suffering from HIV/AIDS 

—Wisdom in shaping the ministry of 
Tshepong Counseling Network (also for 
necessary resources of volunteer 
Christians and finances) & 


Me Mohono 


An, finally! We crossed the customs 
bridge at Ficksburg, South Africa, into the 
beautiful highland kingdom of Lesotho. 
We had a preview of Lesotho long before 
arriving—the high and ancient-looking 
table mountains, the Malutis, had punctu- 
ated the distant skyline from the plains of 
the Free State of South Africa. Now up 
close the Malutis’ stony cliffs dominated 
our view, immense in grandeur. 


Marching to the beat of the drums 
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Experiencing Lesotho ... 
Some Reflections 


by Garry Prieb 


This past January, my wife Ruth and I 
were part of an AIMM delegation visiting 
South Africa, Lesotho and Botswana. Our 
goal was to meet with members of the 
African Federal Church Council (AFCC) 
of the African Independent Churches 
(AIC) and those with whom AIMM has 
had a long-standing relationship over 
many years. : 

This Friday we had come to the village 
of Tabola, situated on a green upward 
slope, to pay our respects to Me Mohono 
whose husband Samuel had passed away 
late last year. Sam had played a key role in 
opening the door for AIMM’s Bible teach- 
ing ministry among the AICs in Lesotho 
approximately a quarter century ago. As is 
often the case in Africa, we who had come 
to express our condolences and encour- 
agement felt that it was we who had been 
most encouraged and blessed as a result of 
the visit. Mrs. Mohono and her family 
welcomed us warmly while serving sweet 
drinks. Our conversation revolved around 
the life and ministry of Sam, a tower of a 
man in more ways than one. Mrs. Mohono 


then led us to Sam’s grave and took us to 
the newly built church on their property. 
With open arms she said, “This church is 
open to anyone.” In a touching heart-to- 
heart moment of love, empathy and mutu- 
al encouragement, we concluded our time 
in a circle of prayer, hand in hand with our 
Lesotho sisters and brothers. 

Obed and Agnes Makhatseane, what an 
impressive young pastor couple! Sunday 
morning we ascended to the hillside vil- 
lage of Thotapeli to visit them and to see 
their church building. AIMM had donated 
funds for the floor and roofing. Agnes and ~ 
Obed thanked us not only for the church 
funds but also for the opportunity that had 
been given them by AIMM to study the 
Bible. I recall Agnes, with much grace 
and humility, saying, “This theological 
education has helped us very much. We 
now know who God is.” My heart was 
touched and I thought, “This is what 
makes it all worthwhile.” Young, dedicat- 
ed, humble servants of Christ hungry for 
the knowledge of God’s Word and living it 
out in their daily lives. What a blessing 
and joy to see! 

Isaac and Rebecca Moshoeshoe— 
here’s a couple that taught me how to 
march in their church band. Sunday in the 
town of Teyateyaneng (TY) was a high- 
light as we sang, prayed and worshiped 
together. Isaac, president of the AFCC and 
pastor of the African Apostolic Brethren 
Church in TY graciously welcomed us 
and thanked AIMM for helping them 
“teach the right faith” to their people. As 
the service was ending, we noticed quite a 
number of people leaving the service 
before the benediction. Soon we heard the 
noise of drums, tambourines and whistles. 
What could this be? Peering through the 
windows we saw the church band (mem- 
bers who had earlier left the church ser- 
vice), in uniforms, lined up in rows, 
approaching the entrance of the church. 
We left the service and church building 
escorted by this energetic, enthusiastic, 
and joyful marching band. And we all par- 
ticipated in marching to the beat of the 
drums and assorted instruments. It was 


Right: New church building at Thotapeli 


by Jim Bertsche 


: Obed & Agnes Makhatseane 


different, unique in my experience, and training opportunities. Let us all keep 

definitely a joy to march out of church marching to the beat of THE drummer, 

with a band. Jesus Christ, whom to know is life eter- 
I thank God for the lives of many ded- _ nal. & 

icated people in Lesotho and for the joy 

AIMM has in participating together in 

extending the Gospel ministry there 

through Bible teaching and leadership 


_ The AIMM family has bid yet another respected missionary colleague farewell. 


John Jantzen’s entire adult life was devoted to service in the name of the Lord whom he accepted 


_ as his Savior in his early teen years. His abiding concern to equip himself to the best of his ability for 


whatever avenues of service the Lord might open to him was evident throughout his adult years. As a 


i young man he graduated from BIOLA and Whitworth College in California. 


When he and his wife, Ann Dick, applied to the Congo Inland Mission for service in Africa, they 
were sent for a year of study at the Kennedy School of Missions in Hartford, CT, followed by a year 
in Bruxelles, Belgium, learning the French language and taking courses in the Colonial School 
required, at that time, by the government for all those who planned to serve in mission schools in the 


i Belgian Congo. During their two. terms with the CIM they served first at Nyanga and then at 
/ Kamayala. Throughout his Congo years, John was deeply involved in the Mission school programs 
carrying both teaching and administrative responsibilities. | 


When health considerations ruled out a third term in the tropics, John joined the faculty at Taylor 
University of Upland, IN, as a French instructor. While carrying his teaching load he began graduate 
studies which led to a doctorate in French from Indiana University. The Jantzens eventually returned 


to the west coast where he taught at Westmont College until his retirement. 

- The victim of a brain tumor, he accepted the protracted post-operative treatment and periodic lapses of memory in an uncom- 
plaining manner, resolutely witnessing to his faith and insisting that the Lord was good. Those who knew and worked with John 
remember him above all else as a gentle man with a quick, warm smile who was always ready to serve wherever and however he 


| was needed in the broad mission program of which he was a part. 


Is God Calling You to These 
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES? © 


BOTSWANA 
— Bible Teacher with AICs 


African Independent Churches (AICs) have invited AIMM to oe wae who will cieuue ae rela ps with AIC 
people, teach Bible and Bible-related subjects to church leaders, resource Batswana who lead Bible classes, and attend AIC wor- 5 
ship services and special events. A Bible college or Scout ae is desired and the Heda must be committed to learn 
Setswana or Kalanga. 


— Youth Pastor oo oe a 
A youth pastor is needed in the Open eee Church in Gaborone to oversee the ain) to both oe and university-age stu- 
dents, teach Christian discipleship and a meet with students 1 in org eon ae settings, and work with the senior pastor 

e Ministries missionary youth beyond the _ 

chuck setting. The person should ee a graduate of university, Bible college or seminary and have ability to work ah people ¢ we a 

various cultural backgrounds. oe a 


BURKINA FASO 


— Administrative Assistant | | : 
If you enjoy working with accounts and financial records, oe using your skill from God to assist ih 
Burkina Faso. The job also offers relief from the books as you. would welcome visitors to the guest house, pu 
for team members, and make contact with other mission on in 1 Bobo. This ee ranks as a a high pact 


e on items 


— Linguists : : 
A major ministry in Kenedougou Province is that of language wee and Bible ‘ansaton The Bolon and the Northern” 
Toussian people groups need God’s Word in their highly complex tonal languages. Missionaries team we nationals i im linguistic: 
analysis and translation. Training in ee theology and Se is required. oe : 


~ Evangelists/Church Planters — -_ 
Language analysis and Bible translation are Te wan the baal of eencicm ad cur oie Fance: and ee 
planters are requested to team with linguists or national Christians in sharing God’s Word. Strategies must be developed that are _ 
based on a mother-tongue approach, and sensitive to the culture but presenting a Gospel that is true to Scripture. A degree in x 2 
Missions is desired encompassing biblical studies, cultural Antiropoloes, cross-cultural communication and evangelism s strate AG 
gies for animistic and Muslim peoples. i Me Js 
Workers are reese for four people groups: Loe Bolon, Northern Toussian, Fulani. 


DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 0 


_ Development Worker Co : 
An agronomist or veterinarian is requested to direct a developments service, train rural agricultural extension agents and relate t to o 
NGOs. The worker must enjoy rural ne and have administrative DEERE. os 


— Doctor or Nurse 
Medical personnel are requested to ok in rural hospitals, encourage a Public Health 
_ certificate in Tropical Medicine is co 


— Evangelist | — ee 
The Mennonite church in the Democratic Republic of Congo a fesires an evangelist to organize seminars, share experience 1 in 
methodology with local leaders, and motivate Christians to RCN uote Ordination ane experience in pte are reuied ; 
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LESOTHO 
a Bible Teacher 


_ The African Federal Church Council requests workers to assist in ministry in African Independent Churches. This would include 
Bible teaching classes, fraternal relationships, attendance at special events and serving as a pastoral resource person. Biblical 
studies and pastoral experience are needed. 


SENEGAL 


— Pioneer Evangelism - Wolof People 
One evangelism/church planting team is formed for ministry. Another on is being recruited for ministry. A degree in Bible stud- 
ies and special study/orientation to Islam are essential. 


REV. §. A. MOHONO 


by Stan Nussbaum 


Rey. Sam Mohono died of liver failure at his home in Tabola, Lesotho, on September 16, 1999. 
He is survived by his wife Emily (the embodiment of Proverbs 31) and two daughters. 

Sam Mohono was a gifted, tireless worker for the cause of Christ and the unity of the Church. 
God gave him very long legs (he was almost two meters tall), long enough to straddle the divide 
between AICs and other churches. For many years he worked for the National Sunday School 
Union in South Africa, criss-crossing the country with programs and seminars. Later he served 
with the Bible Society of South Africa and then became General Secretary of the Bible Society in 
Lesotho, a post which included a weekly “Bible hour” on the national radio station. After retire- 
ment from that position he served for three years as Secretary of the Organization of African 
Instituted Churches. As travel became difficult in his later years, he invested more time working 
to heal some old divisions within his own denomination. 

It was in the Bible Society office about 1974 that he met James Bertsche and two other 
Mennonites who were exploring the possibility of sending missionaries to work with AICs. 
Bertsche later remarked that most of the AIC leaders he met were careful to use their titles when 
they wrote to him but Mohono always signed his letters merely “Sam.” For most of his life he was 
a lay leader, carefully avoiding any position of official power in inter-church associations or in his 
own church (Moshoeshoe Berean Bible Readers Church, commonly called the Church of 
a Moshoeshoe). He finally accepted ordination in his early sixties. 

Without being aggressive toward other churches, Mohono never missed an opportunity to tell the story of Walter Matitta, the 
prophet who founded his church in 1922. Matitta had a remarkable call dream and conversion as well as several years of ministry 
as a traveling preacher in a mission church before reluctantly founding his own church. Mohono’s father Raymond was a close col- 
league of Matitta. 

Matitta, Raymond Mohono, and a few other key AIC leaders founded an AIC association in Lesotho about 1930, but it gradu- 
ally dwindled to the holding of an annual weekend conference. The invitation for expatriates to work with AICs in Lesotho was 

' puma Mohono’s attempt to breathe some new life into the council in the 70s. 

| The 500+ people who attended the five-hour village funeral will remember two highly unusual things about it. Mohono’s widow 
‘wore white not black. White, symbolizing resurrection and light, was the color prescribed by the Nazarite Association, an inter- 
denominational society founded by Matitta to promote Christian living. 

The funeral was on Friday rather than on Saturday because Mohono did not want those who traditionally clean up on the day 
after the funeral to have to miss a Sunday service. He was a big man who always thought of the “little” people. He did not want 
anything about him—not even his funeral—to come between anyone and God. 


Printed by permission from The Review of AlCs, September-December 1999. 


Missionaries 


Who Returned to 
Africa 


Eugene Thieszen 


On July 15, 2000, Eugene Thieszen 
arrived in Botswana for his third AIMM 
term after a four-month North American 
Assignment and a one-year leave of 
absence in the United States. He returned 
to Maun but to a new assignment as a 
youth counselor at the Maun Counseling 
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Centre operated by Botswana Christian 
AIDS Intervention Programme 
(BOCAIP). Eugene will be counseling 
adolescent orphans and providing educa- 
tion about AIDS to Batswana youth. 

During Eugene’s leave of absence, he 
was preparing for this assignment. He par- 
ticipated in a Clinical Pastoral Education 
(CPE) practicum as hospice chaplain at 
the Tabitha Health Care Center in Lincoln, 
Neb., as well as provided pastoral care to 
members at Bethesda Mennonite Church 
in Henderson. Bethesda Mennonite 
Church also called Eugene to serve as 
interim associate pastor from January 
through June 2000. Eugene is a member 
of Bethesda Mennonite Church and is 
supported through General Conference 
Mennonite Church Commission on 
Overseas Mission. 


New 
Missionaries 
to Africa 


David & Sandra Franklin 
Rehana, Daniel 


On June 18, 2000, Sandra, David, Rehana 
(5), and Daniel (3) Franklin arrived in 
Gaborone, Botswana. David and Sandra 
are serving as Mennonite Ministries 
Botswana coordinators. Upon arrival, they 
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lived with a family in a village for 2% 
weeks to bond with the culture and con- 
centrate on language learning. Sandra and 
David then spent another 2% weeks in 
program orientation before taking over 
their assignment responsibilities. 

This assignment is not the first over- 
seas work for the Franklins. Sandra and 
David served with Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) in Bangladesh from 
1987 to 1991. David then worked at the 
MCC headquarters in Akron, Pa., until 
preparing for this assignment and Sandra 
worked there until August 1998. The 
Franklins are members of Pilgrims 
Mennonite Church, a Mennonite Church 
congregation in Akron, Pa. 


Short-Term 
Missionaries 


Joanne Entz 


\ 
On December 16, 1999, Joanne Entz fin- 
ished her student teaching experience in 
Kansas. December 20 she traveled to 
Burkina Faso for Christmas with the 
AIMM Burkina Faso team before begin- 
ning her new six-month teaching experi- 
ence at Yamoussoukro International 
School (YIS) in Ivory Coast in January 
2000. At YIS Joanne taught various ele- 


mentary and junior high classes, coached 
high school women’s basketball and 
relieved the AIMM dorm parents of their 
responsibilities once a week. 

Joanne graduated from Tabor College 
in May 1999. She is a member of Zion 
Mennonite Church, Elbing, Kan., and 
sponsored by General Conference 
Mennonite Church Commission on 
Overseas Mission (COM). 


Cari Friesen 


Languages and other cultures fascinate 
Cari Friesen. She has studied French, 
Portuguese, Spanish, German and 
American Sign Language. As a child she 
lived in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo for three years and after high school 
served with Youth Evangelism Service in 
Brazil. Cari’s interests have lead her to 
explore translation and linguistic work 
with the AIMM Burkina Faso team. In 
August Cari will join Paul and Martine 
Solomiac in Samogohiri as a short-term 
mission worker, home-schooling their chil- 
dren with a French curriculum and 
observing Solomiac’s language analysis 
and translation work among the Samogho 
people. 

Cari graduated from Canadian 
Mennonite Bible College this past spring. 
She is a member of Mount Royal 
Mennonite Church, Saskatoon, Sask. She 
is sponsored by the General Conference 
Mennonite Church Commission on 
Overseas Mission (COM). 


Amber Kaufman 


This past spring Amber Kaufman was 
making plans for a year that may be dif- 
ferent from that of other seniors at 
Bethany Christian High School. After her 
June 2000 graduation, Amber finalized 
preparation for her July departure to 
Senegal where she joined the Wolof team 
as a one-year volunteer. She will provide 
child care for children on the team to 
allow parents time for language study and 
meetings. Amber may also help with 
home-schooling some of the children. 

Amber has been active in- her home 
congregation, Communion Fellowship, 
Goshen, Ind., serving on the worship team 
and as youth cell leader for the past four 
years. She has also participated in short 
mission trips to Mexico, Boliva, and the 
Arab community in Dearborn, Mich. She 
comes to the partnership through the 
Friends of the Wolof network. 


VATS i me kmelamin(-muucle 


http://nome.sprynet.com/sprynet/aimm 


AIMM NEWS 


Workers Return to North 
America 

AIMM appreciates the ministry of both 
short-term and long-term workers. Each 
year some people relocate to North 
America from Africa. Our thanks to the 
following who are making this transition: 


— Richard and Adela Bergen, Micah 
(Joshua, Nicole in Canada) minis- 
tered with AIMM in Senegal for 4 
years. Richard served as principal at 
Dakar Academy and Adela worked 
with the Wolof outreach. 


— Sarah Bornman served one year as a 
volunteer in Senegal. She primarily 
worked with child-care of missionary 
families to allow parents time for lan- 
guage study and ministry. 


— Joanne Entz taught for 6 months at 
Yamoussoukro International School 
in Yamoussoukro, Cote d’ Ivoire. 
AIMM missionary children from 
Burkina Faso attend this school 
administered by the New Tribes 
Mission. Joanne also gave assistance 
in the AIMM dorm. 


— Tom & Kay Fleming parented 
Burkina Faso missionary children for 
one year at the AIMM dorm in 
Yamoussoukro, Cote d’Ivoire. They 
were also responsible for administra- 
tion of the dorm. 


— Dan & Kathy Petersen, Joy, 
Nathaniel, David left North America 
for Burkina Faso in 1982. They ana- 
lyzed and documented the Nanerige 
language and began translating the 
Bible into the mother tongue of the 
Nanerige Senufo people. They pre- 
sented the first portions of Scripture 
on cassette tapes to the Silorola 
elders. 


— Erwin & Angela Rempel, (Carla in 
USS.) gave leadership to the 
Mennonite Ministries team in 
Botswana for the past six years. 
Mennonite Ministries includes work- 
ers both from AIMM and from MCC. 


— Evan Schellenberg completed a one- 
year volunteer assignment in Burkina 
Faso. He helped with home-schooling 
of missionary children and worked 
with Burkinabé youth in the 
Mennonite Church. 


Israel Trip to Link Church 
Leaders 

Plans are in the making for a “Bible 
Learning” trip to Israel for 9-10 pastors 
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from the African Independent Churches 
(AIC) in Botswana along with 9-10 
church leaders or interested people in 
North America. The 8-10 day trip pro- 
jected to take place in March 2001 has 
two major objectives: 
a) to visit key biblical sites and study 
their stories with the goal of increas- 
ing a knowledge about and a love and 
use of the Bible in the participant’s 
life and home congregation. 
b) to bring together AIC leaders and 
their Mennonite counterparts with the 
goal of increasing understanding of 
their respective life stories and cul- 
tures, sharing interpretations and 
meanings of the biblical stories and 
promoting cross-cultural awareness 
within our churches. 


Persons interested in being partici- 
pants in such a trip may contact the 
AIMM office for more information. 


Community Service Systems 
Rents Space at AIMM 

When you visit the AIMM office you 
may see some new faces around. AIMM 
has rented office space to Community 
Service Systems (CSS). 

CSS originally began in 1971 in 
Kingman, Kansas. Its purpose was to 
promote distinctive public relations pro- 
grams in small communities. Today these 
concepts are being promoted through 
four separate companies in the United 
States and Canada. These public relations 
programs receive enthusiastic support 
from participating sponsors. 

CSS contacts local businesses to pro- 
mote the idea of sending gifts to newly- 
weds and new parents in the community. 
The gifts—an Heirloom Family Bible for 
newlyweds and a Commemorative Baby 
Plate for new parents—are personalized 
and sent out from the CSS office directly 
to the recipients. The “sponsor” name 
and address are on the gifts, thus creating 
good will, expressions of appreciation for 
patronage, and continued support for the 
business. 


AIMM History Books Available 
for Sale 

If you like interesting reading material, 
we recommend the book CIM/AIMM: A 
Story of Vision, Commitment and Grace 
by Jim Bertsche. This historical account 
traces God’s hand at work in Africa via 
the intermediary of an inter-Mennonite 
outreach. The book includes many per- 
sonal stories of Africans in their walk of 
faith. Books can be ordered from the 
AIMM office in Elkhart at $35 U.S. per 
copy plus shipping and handling of $3 for 


addresses in U.S. and $5 for addresses in 
Canada. 


Plan to Attend the Annual 

AIMM Picnic 

Each year on the second Saturday in 
August, Oxbow Park in Elkhart becomes 
the meeting place of people connected 
with AIMM. This year the gathering will 
be August 12 and we'd love to have you 
join us. Anyone with interest in the min- 
istry of AIMM is welcome. It’s a wonder- 
ful time to reunite with former workers or 
to meet people for the first time. Come to 
Cottonwood Pavilion shortly before noon 
with your picnic lunch to share. Charcoal 
fires will be available to cook your own 
meat. Drinks are provided. After the din- 
ner, staff will share some ministry 
updates. 


AIMM-AIC Consultation Held in 
Botswana 

Thirty-one people met together in 
Kanamo Centre in Mahalapye, Botswana, 
February 4-6, 2000, to discuss the min- 
istry interaction of AIMM and African 
Independent Churches (AIC) in 
Botswana. The participants included AIC 
church leaders, missionaries, mission 
administrators, AIMM Council members, 
and invited guests. 

The discussions focused on relation- 
ships, ministry and strategy. Byran Born 
reported, ““We were very encouraged with 
the great time of sharing we experienced 
on Saturday afternoon. The Batswana 
leaders spoke openly of their desire to see 
people touched by Jesus and for their 
churches to grow in spiritual maturity as 
well as size. We also talked about how we 
can increase the effectiveness of our 
Bible teaching programs so that more 
people are impacted for Jesus.” 

While there have been some variations 
in direction because of circumstances, 
such as the AIDS crisis in Botswana, the 
evaluation concluded that ministry in 
Botswana is basically on target according 
to goals set 25 years ago. 


AIMM Women's Auxiliary 
Coordinator Appointed 


Marilyn Steiner, former AIMM mission- 
ary to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, became the new AIMM Women’s 
Auxiliary Coordinator last October. 
Fourteen years of ministry in Africa 
helped equip Marilyn for this important 
role. She and her husband Richard live in 
Fort Wayne, Ind., where Marilyn is 
employed part-time with the public 
school system. She is a member of the 
Highland Bethel Evangelical Mennonite 
Church. 


-AIMM DIRECTORY 


BOTSWANA 


Unless an alternate address is 
listed, all mail may be sent via: 


P. O. Box 33 
Gaborone 
BOTSWANA 


Francistown 
Tim & Laura Bertsche 
David, Maria, Erik 
P. O. Box 669 
Francistown 
BOTSWANA 


Gaborone 
Bryan & Teresa Born 
Benjamin, Katerina, Emily 


Rudy & Sharon Dirks 
Nathan, Shawna, Stephanie 


David & Sandra Franklin 
Rehana, Daniel 


Maun 
Eugene Thieszen 
P. O. Box 20513 


Maun 
BOTSWANA 


DESAY SSS Te 


BURKINA FASO 


Unless an alternate address is 
listed, all mail may be sent via: 


B. P. 40 
Orodara 


BURKINA FASO, West Africa 


N’Dorola 
Phil & Carol Bergen 
John-Mark, Maria 
B. P. 310 
N’Dorola 


BURKINA FASO, West Africa 


Orodara 
John & Charity 
Schellenberg 


Ouagadougou 
Anne Garber Kompaoré 
01 B. P. 1632 
Ouagadougou 01 
BURKINA FASO, West Africa 


Samogohiri 
Paul & Martine Solomiac 
Anne, Marion, Aude 


Cari Friesen 
(short-term) 


Tin 
Lillian Haas 
Paul & Lois Thiessen 


Ruth, Jonathan, Caleb, Sarah 
(Josiah in Can.) 


REPUBLIC OF 
SOUTH AFRICA 


All mail may be sent via: 
P. O. Box 550 
Umtata 5099 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH 
AFRICA 


Umtata 
Brian Dyck & Lynell 
Bergen 
Samuel, Marcus 


Gary & Jean Isaac 
(Mitchell & Stuart in U.S.) 


SENEGAL 


All mail may be sent via: 
Africa Inter-Mennonite 
Mission 
59466 County Road 113 
Elkhart, IN 46517-3644 


LEAVE OF 
ABSENCE 


Gerald & Bev Neufeld 
Juanita, Jonathan, Kevin, 
Timothy 


Elmer & Jeannette 
Thiessen 
Donovan, Phoebe, Michael 


Irene Bornman 


Jonathan & Carol 
Bornman 
Isaiah, Laurel, Caleb 


Bill & Carol Frisbie 


Shawna, Cacia, Corissa, Billy 


James & Paula Hanes 
Amanda, Aaron 


TERMINATION 


Sarah Bornman 


Amber Kaufman (short-term) 


(short-term) 
Joanne Entz 


(short-term) 
Tom & Kay Fleming 


Dan & Kathy Petersen 
Joy, Nathaniel, David 


Erwin & Angela Rempel 


NORTH AMERICA 


From Burkina Faso 
Loren & Donna Entz 
Zach, Mariam, Aisha 


Evan Schellenberg 
(short-term) 


From Senegal 
Richard & Adela Bergen 
Micah (Nicole & Joshua in 
Can.) 


Part-Time 
Stan Nussbaum 
5355 Astronomy Court 
Colorado Springs, CO 80907 


19 


AFRICA INTER-MENNONITE MISSION, INC. 


: Non-profit 
59466 C.R. 113, Elkhart, Indiana 46517-3644 Organization 
U.S. Postage 
Return Service requested PAID 


Scottdale 


PA 15683 


<166> 

13657 

GOSHEN COLLEGE 
HISTORICAL LIBRARY 
GOSHEN IN 46526 


£ 


DobacdeGdacsdabscudsaddasdasll 


Editorial 


Focus Determines Perspective 
by Leona Schrag 


The maple tree branches swished through the air, reaching toward the ground as the strong wind whipped them from side to side. Rain 
came down in sheets, blown across the street. Lightning flashed and the thunder echoed. Sounds in the backyard drew me to the pic- 
ture window. Branches from the neighbor’s tree crashed to the ground. Standing inside looking out, I knew I could do nothing to change 
what was happening or what would happen. This storm that displayed God’s power only in minuscule made me acutely aware of my 
helplessness. 

Helplessness describes the sensation we sometimes feel as we view the huge task of world mission around the world—or in areas 
of Africa where AIMM is working. Perhaps we’d rather not know about the AIDS statistics in Southern Africa, the unreached people 
in Burkina Faso, the struggles of the Congolese, the difficulty of penetrating the Muslim culture, or the finances needed to meet bud- 
get. If we don’t know, maybe we’re not responsible to assist. 

Yet we do know. We should know. And we feel helpless— 

BUT GOD—! While we are helpless, He is strong. His power is unfathomable. He is the First and the Last, the Alpha and the Omega. 


The Lord reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth shake. Great is the Lord in Zion; he 
is exalted over all the nations. Let them praise your great and awesome name—he is holy. The King is mighty, he loves justice— 
...Exalt the Lord our God and worship at his holy mountain, for the Lord our God is holy. Psalm 99:1-4a, 9 New International Version 


This powerful God is the one who invited us to work with him in the building of his kingdom. We aren’t alone. Our helplessness 
isn’t the issue. God’s power is! 

The storm that highlighted my helplessness is the storm that verified God’s power. Our perspective of the mission task changes as 
we choose to take our eyes off our helplessness and focus on God’s power. What honor to be linked with the divine power. What encour- 
agement and exhilaration. Christ working through us provides power, hope, inspiration and reward. Through him we can make a dif- 
ference. 


AIMM Council 

Executive Committee Council Members 

Harry Hyde Chairperson, EMC/U.S. Tim Bergdahl MB 

Pakisa Tshimika Vice-chairperson, MB Erwin Rempel GC 

Peter Rempel Secretary, GC Dennis Rempel GE 

Martini Janz Financial Consultant, WA Shirley Ries Member-at-large 

Henry Klassen Member, EMC/CAN Leonard Wiebe GC 

Leonard Sawatzky Member, EMMC 

Conferences 

EMC/CAN _ Evangelical Mennonite Conference GC General Conference Mennonite Church 
EMC/U.S. Evangelical Mennonite Church MB Mennonite Brethren Church 
EMMC Evangelical Mennonite Mission Conference 
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